Feb 16 05 Q8:5ap 



Michael Ba 1 con i -Lam i ca 



512-2G4-3687 



p- 13 



Appl. No. 09/804.034 

Respjonse to Final Action of January 15, 2005 



PATENT 
Docket No.: U S0 10383 
Customer No. 000024737 



REMARKS 



By this amendment, claims 1, 2, 7. 8 and 12-16 have been cancelled. Claims 3, 
5, 6, 1 1 and 17 have been amended. Claims 3-6, 9-1 1 and 17 remain in the application. 
This application has been carefully considered in connection with the Examiner's 
Action. Reconsideration, withdrawal of the final action, and allowance of the 
application, as amended, is respectfully requested. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C, § 102 

Claims 3-10 and 13-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Beizer et aL, U.S. Patent No. 6.240,414 f Beizer^). With respect to 
claims 7^ and 13-16. the same have been canceled herein, thereby rendering the 
rejection thereof moot. With respect to claims 3, 5 and 17, applicant respectfijily 
traverses the rejection for at least the following reason. As presented herein, claims 3. 
5 and 17 have been amended to include the language of previously presented, but now 
canceled, claim 7 with clarification of "electronically signed". 

The PTO provides in MPEP § 2131 that 

"^}o anticipate a claim, the reference must teach every 
element of the claim, ..." 

Therefore, with respect to claims 3, 5 and 17, to sustain ti^is rejection the Beizer 
patent must contain all of the above claimed elements of the respective claims. 
However, contrary to the examiner's position that all elements are disclosed in the 
Beizer reference, the latter reference does not disclose wherein the rules are based 
upon 

(J) a characteristic of the change to the accessed data elements by a 
second user, wherein the characteristic of the change comprises the accessed 



Page 10 of 12 



PACE 13/15 • RCVD AT 2/16/2005 9:53:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] - SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 • DN1S:8729308 • CSID:512 264 3687 • DURATION (mm-ss):06-14 



Feb 16 05 08: 58p 



Michael Ba 1 con i -Lam i ca 



512-264-3687 



14 



Appl. No. 09/804.034 

Response to Final Action of January 15, 2005 



PATENT 
Docket No.: US010383 
Customer No. 000024737 



data elements having been electronically signed b y the second user in which the 
electronically signed data elements reguire a password to edit the corresponding 
data elements, and 

(II) a characteristic of the accessed data elements used by the first user, 
wherein the characteristic of the accessed data elements comprises 

(i) a change to a field of the accessed data elements while the fomri 
document has remained open by the first user, 

(ii) fields of the accessed data elements haying been updated from 
the common database while the form document has remained open by 
the first user, 

(iii) fields of the accessed data elements that have not changed 
since the form document was opened by the first user, and 

(iv) the accessed data elements having been electronically signed 
by the first user in which the electronically signed data elements reguire a 
password to edit the corresponding data elements, 

as is required by claims 3, 5 and 17, 

Therefore, the rejection is not supported by the Beizer reference and should be 
withdrawn. Accordingly, claims 3, 5 and 17 are allowable and an early formal notice 
thereof is requested. Dependent claims 4 and (6. 9 and 10) depend from and further 
limit, in a patentable sense, independent claims 3 and 5, respectively, and therefore are 
allowable as well. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C, § 103 

Claims 1 1 and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Beizer et al.. U.S. Patent No. 6.240,414 f Beizer^) in view of Sugano et aL, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,205,478 ("Sugano"). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection for at 
least the following reasons. Claim 1 1 depends from and further limits, in a patentable 
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sense, allowable independent claim 5 and therefore is allowable as well. Claim 12 has 
been canceled herein, thus rendering the rejection thereof moot 

Conclusion 

It is dear from all of the foregoing that independent claims 3, 5 and 17 are in 
condition for allowance. Dependent claims (4) and (6-11) depend from and further 
limit independent claims 3 and 5, respectively, therefore are allowable as well. The 
amendments herein are fully supported by the original specification and drawing, 
therefore, no new matter is introduced. Withdrawal of the final action and issuance of 
an early formal notice of allowance of claims 3-17 is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael J. Balconi-Lamica 
Registration No, 34,291 




CERTIRCATE OF TRANSMISSION / MAILING 



21004 Lakeshore Dr. W. 
Spicewood, Texas 78669 
Telephone: 512-461-2624 
Facsimile: 512-264-3687 
File: US010383 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on the date shown below. 



a->32658-73 




Page 12 of 12 



PACE 1&/15 • RCVD AT 2/18/2005 9:53:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/l * DNtS:8729308 • CStD:512 264 3587 " DURATION (mm-ss):06-14 



